
Need more information?  Contact: Craig Doerksen cdoerksen@waterlooaustin.org 

Because the availability or timing of a course offering on the subject should never limit you! Develop or 

practice internal motivation, organization, and accomplishment. High school grades show colleges you can 

earn high school grades.  Independent learning shows you can do anything and you try hard things. 

Learning something outside of a course offering or schedule—Get approval to study something independent 

of a course offered by a credit-granting institution. Excellent for P.E., Fine Arts, and any elective or subject in 

which your interest, motivation, organization, and initiative are up for the challenge of learning something on 

you own—and earning a credit for it! 

Waterloo utilizes Common Core, TEKS, and others recognized sets of content and skill standards to help 

students earn credits in independent learning.  Headrush is the vehicle for planning, accountability, and 

submission of evidence to demonstrate learning.  

Prior approval of the plan is required before students may earn credit for independent learning.  

Note: you don't have to learn it alone, either.  You can get a friend or two together and create an independent 

study plan together. (P.S. Mr. Doerksen learned economics this way in high school with three of his best friends…) 

1. Talk with Mr. Doerksen.  He’ll guide you through the rest of the process, including assigning you an 

advisor. 

2. Start with choosing a subject: what do you want to learn?  What is the body of knowledge or skills in 

that subject you need to know 

3. Choose a method. How are you going to study it? What sources are you going to draw from? What 

media types? Note: the method might be tied to you deciding there are some skills you want to learn 

how to do, or do better. Or, you may realize there are some ways you learn best—use that method! 

4. What support will you need, and from whom? 

5. How you will show us you learned it--the evidence? It could be a project, a test, a lab--there are many 

ways. Note: you will share this evidence via Headrush. 

6. Build the plan. This is where Headrush is your friend, your tool, your ally. You should be able to show 

how you can make weekly progress that includes sharing evidence with your advisor. Seek approval 

from a faculty advisor, who can help make the proposal realistic, workable, and credit-worthy. 

7. Once you have approval from your advisor, get started! You're the boss, but you have support all 

around you.
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