
Overview: To adapt to the unusual challenge 
of schooling in this season, we are making a 
few changes. Some changes will be obvious 
immediately; others will emerge over time.  
The goal is personal engagement, growth, and 
support in learning regardless of context and 
presence. 

Schedule: For the first three weeks of school, we will have an amended schedule. Classes will begin at 
10:30. From 9 to 10, we will have a Community Learning Time. See below for details.  Attendance is required 
from 9 am to 3:00. We may return to the original schedule or adjust it further a!er the first three weeks, 
depending on need. On Fridays, students will be be able to personalize their learning activities, with end-of-
day reporting used to verify attendance and progress. 

Half Credit Courses: A block has been divided into two half credit courses.  One course will meet Mondays 
and Wednesdays (MW); the other will meet Tuesday and Thursdays (UH). In some cases this will be a full 
credit course split across two terms.  In others, they are stand-alone half credit electives across a broad 
range of subjects—all are college preparatory, all are project-based, and many will still count toward 
graduation requirements for particular disciplines. Built into these electives is both academic training, and 
what moderns might call self-care and what ancients called spiritual formation. We need to do life and 
school even in a pandemic, but we also have to develop our selves and our souls! 

Community Learning Time (CLT): For the first three weeks, we will have an hour daily tailored for 1) 
interpersonal relationships and 2) Cross-disciplinary experience and enhancement of course learning. This  
unique Community Learning Time will be small groups of 7-8 students with a teacher in an activity related to 
a course; some students will be in that course, others will not. They will valuable, engaging, and enjoyable 
for all students—an opportunity to pique curiosity and explore connections, as well as learn how to work 
together on a variety of challenges.   
These sessions will be highly interactive—that is one of the goals: for students and teachers to interact 
across grades and courses, new students and returning, to build community and relationships.  A second 
goal is exposure and experience with subjects and ideas wider than we can fit into an academic schedule 
(even at Waterloo!) Some activities will end up feeding into more than one course—making connections 
across subjects is a rich experience.  You will not necessarily know who will be in your group each day or 
what the topic will be in advance—just to keep it interesting!  Some of the groups will have the opportunity 
to meet in person abiding by local health orders, while others will be online. Parents must opt-in their 
student for in-person opportunities HERE. 

Course Requests: Below is the catalogue of courses for this fall.  If you are registered for an elective course 
that you would like to consider changing for one of the other eligible electives that is o"ered in the same 
time slot as your course, email learn@waterlooaustin.org with the course you would like to change, the 
course you would like to add, and the reason.  Provided there are no issues with the change, we’ll make it 
right away! 

Daily Schedule - 1st 3 Weeks

Monday 
(M)

Tuesday 
(U)

Wednesday 
(W)

Thursday 
(H)

Friday       
(F)

9:00-10:00 CLT CLT CLT CLT CLT

10:30-12:30 A B A B Ind.

1:00-3:00 B A B A Ind.

WATERLOO SCHOOL 2020 FALL TERM COURSE INFORMATION

The world is always open for learning

https://waterlooschool.typeform.com/to/dJAYkfKJ
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Course Name Credit 
Type

Instructor Meeting 
Time

Grade Description

The Soul of 
Food

Elective Carlisle A-MW any This .5 credit course invites students to discover and 
reinforce the links between cultivating spiritual health 
and cra!smanship. Students will learn about the history 
and nature of real food, how to select healthy and 
delightful ingredients, and how to plan and produce 
excellent food with a culminating project offering food 
prepared in acts of hospitality. Readings will explore the 
nature and history of food and preparation strategies 
together with classic spiritual formation readings.

Engineering 
Design and 
Analysis

Science Swan A-MW 11th and 
12th; 
Algebra II 
complete
d

This 1.0 credit UT Austin designed dual-enrollment 
enginnering course is a hands-on, design-based, inquiry-
focused course for students that have completed Algebra 
II and Geometry. In this course, students discover the 
engineering design process, make data-driven decisions, 
and work in multi-level teams to solve complex 
challenges. Students who chose the option to dual enroll 
in this course will also complete higher-level 
assignments, which are graded by the same instructor 
who teaches ES 301 at UT Austin and earn 3.0 credits for 
this college course upon passing.

Algebra Ia Math Abon A-MW any This 0.5 course will serve as a introduction to Algebra 
concepts and students will learn how to apply Algebra 
skills to their life. Students will also be challenged to 
reflect on their previous mathematics experiences and 
how they can challenge themselves to grow. Students 
will learn and recognize their frequent use of Algebra in 
their lives and how they are already mathematicians.

Desire & 
Reason

English Doerksen A-UH all 12th - 
required

This .5 credit course serves as a bridge between high 
school and post-high school learning and life for all 
Waterloo seniors. Through children's literature, 
philosophy, theology, and the Bible, students will explore 
and discover a greater understanding of themselves, 
their beliefs, and the world they are entering as young 
adults.

Data Science Science Swan A-UH 9th-11th This 0.5 credit course is an onboarding class for our 
incoming 9th grade and is meant to provide the 
foundation for project design, introductory math fluency, 
and research skills and data analysis. This class is 
designed to creating data literate individuals that can 
read, understand, and apply data to their lives in order 
to better themselves and their community.

Course Name
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https://catalog.utexas.edu/undergraduate/engineering/courses/engineering-studies/


Power & the 
People

Civics Blosser A-UH any This 0.5 credit course introduces students to the 
fundamentals of American government, the political 
process, and the role of the people in our unique 
republic. The Founding Fathers designed our system so 
that power lies in the hands of the people... but does it 
really? What structures and forces have already shaped 
the choices we get to make at the polls? Through an 
election campaign-based media project, students will 
assume the roles of members of the "fourth branch of 
government," the free press, and decide for themselves 
what has created the state we're in today.

Personal 
Finance

Elective Abon A-UH any This 0.5 credit course will serve as a bridge to the world 
of finances. Students will learn about finance integrated 
with the Bible and what God says about money. Students 
will reflect on their perspectives and experiences with 
money and set goals for themselves for the future. We 
will take a deep dive into budgets, credit, income, and 
investments. We will explore how money is used in 
various cultures and draw comparisons and similarities 
to American culture.

The Good Life History Carlisle B all 9th - 
required

This 1 credit history course serves as an introduction to 
Western Civilization, covering the years c. 1,000 BC—
1,700 AD. Students will ask what causes a healthy 
society? What kinds of culture allow us to flourish as 
individuals? Which western ideals and habits of heart are 
worth preserving and developing? Who are some worthy 
models and how do they relate to the troubles and 
opportunities of our time?

The American 
Character

History Blosser B 11th and 
12th

This 1.0 credit course is the U.S. History course for juniors 
and seniors. It introduces students to the shape of 
American history, including significant events, people, 
and forces that have shaped and continue to shape the 
identity of our country and its citizens. Through the 
driving question, "what does it mean to be an 
American?" we will explore and analyze our common 
history through the lens of the present: what unites us as 
a nation, what forces threaten to drive us apart from one 
another, and what it all means for our future.

Subjects and 
Citizens

History Kubitz B 10th or 
higher

This 1.0 credit course for sophomores spans the historical 
period from the Reformation to the 21st century. We will 
examine revolutions and new governments in Europe, 
the Americas, and beyond with a focus on the rights and 
responsibilities of participating citizens. At the same 
time, we will use historical lenses to examine current 
political processes with new perspective. For their final 
project, students will use their newfound knowledge to 
create a resource that will help community members be 
active and informed citizens leading up to the November 
election.

Credit 
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Instructor Meeting 
Time

Grade DescriptionCourse Name

What can you do today to become more like the person you want to be in the future?


