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Applying to College  
We offer the resources that will help students find a school that is a good educational and 
financial fit. We also provide the guidance through the process that will help students make the 
bridge between their Waterloo education, which cultivates active and independent learning, 
and a purposeful college experience. We seek to send our Waterloo graduates into higher 
education with a clearer sense of who they are, what they want to do, and the path necessary to 
achieve their goals. 

NOW 
Challenge Yourself Academically: Take the most challenging courses available to you, which at 

Waterloo means taking four years of humanities, sciences, and math, maximizing the 
opportunity to earn electives credit through project work, and taking the dual 
enrollment/dual credit courses offered. Competitive colleges want to see that you 
have taken the most rigorous course of study provided by your school. Your project 
work in your Waterloo courses also provides an excellent opportunity for you to do 
academic work that will set you apart from your peers! 

Track your Graduation Requirements: Use Headrush to track your credits and ensure your 
transcript meets the academic requirements of the colleges you’re interested in. 

Individualize Your Story. Develop a transcript and resume that reflects you and your individual 
interests and abilities, through independent study and electives credits. 

Research College: In SCOIR, explore colleges that match your academic record, interests, goals, 
and geographic and financial preferences. Talk to your teachers about what colleges 
they recommend, given who you are and what you want to do. 

Take the PSAT your junior year. Connect your PSAT score to your Khan Academy profile to 
receive personalized test prep resources to prepare for the SAT. 

Take the SAT and the ACT once by spring. Juniors should plan to have completed two college 
entrance exams by the end of their junior year, the sooner the better. You can register 
for these exams at the College Board website: https://
collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register and the ACT website: http://
www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html 

Be intentional about earning College Credit.  The best way to fill out your transcript and defray 
the college expense in the long run are: the dual enrollment courses we offer through 
UT, the ACC courses that high school students can take for free, and CLEP exams that 
you can prepare for using free courses from Modern States and faculty guidance. The 
AP exams are a time-honored way to earn college credit while still in high school, but 
some colleges are moving away from APs and all of these other routes are accepted by 
many colleges and most Texas universities.  

Rock your Capstone: Take advantage of all of the community resources available for your junior 
capstone project, and develop a project that you will be proud to showcase and 
include on your college applications. 
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Develop extracurricular activities. Use your Friday time to pursue those interests that will help 
you grow in who you are and who you are becoming. Colleges are looking for unique 
individuals who will add value to their campuses. 

Attend the National College Fair, now online January 31, February 28, and March 7: https://
nacac-virtual-college-fairs.mailchimpsites.com/  

SPRING and SUMMER 
Get Reference Letters. In the spring, meet with your advisor, who will write the college advisor 

letter, and ask one other teacher to write a recommendation letter for you. Hint: 
teachers like these requests to be made in a way that is respectful of the time and 
effort it takes to write a good letter! 

Build a resume that includes work experience, internships, and enriching educational 
opportunities. Scoir has excellent resume-building tools and templates.  

Complete two college essays by the summer. If you’re taking Rhetoric & Writing, we will work on 
those tasks in that course. We are also available to coach you as you work 
independently. The essay prompts for the Common App are available on their website: 
https://www.commonapp.org/blog/2019-2020-common-app-essay-prompts 

Pursue and complete an internship in which you develop your skills and earn a valuable 
reference from a local business person or community leader. 

Use spring break and summer vacation to tour colleges. Take note of the application 
requirements, fees, and any additional steps you need to take to apply and be 
competitive for admission. 

Use your summer to acquire work and volunteer experience that develops your unique 
interests and skills. 

Counselor/Family Meetings – Have meeting with parents, student, and school to build the 
student’s plan and establish healthy communication and expectations. 

When do you do all of this? Fridays!!!  Fridays of your junior year should be the easiest to plan 
for your Friday flex-learning time! 

TEST DATES/REGISTRATION DEADLINES 
For testing schedule and registration info: 
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/dates-deadlines 
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html 
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