
SENIOR YEAR / COLLEGE APPLICATION TIMELINE AND CHECKLIST 

**If there are items from the junior year checklist that you 
have not completed by the start of your senior year, you are 

behind—complete those first!** 

JULY-AUGUST 
Finish and submit at least one college application before the first day of school.  

Visit the colleges that you are most interested in to demonstrate your level of  interest. In 
their admissions process, colleges do take this into consideration when making offers.  

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 
Keep up your effort in your classes! Contrary to popular belief, colleges do consider senior year 

grades, and admissions decisions can be reversed. 

Be aware of Early Action and Early Decision deadlines (usually November 1, with some in 
October) and plan your fall accordingly. Some popular Texas schools do rolling 
admissions, which means they start accepting applications and admitting students in 
August. When it comes to applying to college, if you are interested in a competitive, 
high-profile school with Early Action/Early Decision and/or rolling admissions, sooner 
is better. 

Register to take the SAT/ACT  in the September, October, or any SAT subject exams, to make sure 
that your scores are sent to colleges in time for application deadlines. If you are 
applying Early Decision or Early Action, for example, you will want to take the October 
SAT to ensure your scores are received in time. 

Finish revising and proofreading your college essays. 

Meet with your advisor to finalize your list of colleges. Your list should include at least one 
“safety” school, as well as your dream “reach” school(s). 

Use Naviance to request that your transcript be sent to the colleges you’re applying to. 

Apply for financial assistance by filing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) after 
October 1 at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Many colleges also require the College Board CSS 
Profile (https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/) to apply for need-based financial aid, as 
well as their own school-specific form. 

Explore scholarship opportunities through SCOIR, and research specific scholarships at the 
colleges you are interested in applying to. 

In late October, respectfully follow up with your references about their letters of 
recommendation to make sure they’ve sent them. 

https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/


WINTER 
Keep photocopies as you finish and send your applications and essays by certified mail. 

Give the correct form to your counselor if the college wants to see second-semester grades. 

SPRING 
Keep active in school. If you are waitlisted, the college will want to know what you have 

accomplished between the time you applied and the time you learned of its decision. 

Acceptance letters and financial aid offers will start to arrive. Review your acceptances, 
compare financial aid packages, and visit your final choices. Colleges are required to 
let you know of their final decision by April 1. 

Visit your final college before accepting. You should receive acceptance letters and financial aid 
offers by mid-April. Notify your counselor of your choice. If you have questions about 
housing offers, talk to your counselor or call the college. 

As others hear of decisions but you don’t, don’t panic. Different colleges are on different 
timelines, and even the same college can take weeks to get back to all of its admitted 
students.  

Inform every college of your acceptance or rejection of the offer of admission and/or financial 
aid by May 1. Colleges cannot require your deposit or your commitment to attend 
before May 1. Talk to your counselor or adviser if you have questions. 

Send your deposit to one college only. 

Take any AP® Exams or CLEP tests you have prepared for. A successful score could earn you 
credit, advanced placement, or both in college. 

Waitlisted by a college? If you intend to enroll if you are accepted, tell the admission director 
your intent and ask how to strengthen your application. Need financial aid? Ask 
whether funds will be available if you’re accepted. 

Ask us to send a final transcript to your college. 

Review your financial aid awards: Not all financial aid awards are the same, so it’s important to 
choose the aid package that’s best for you and your family. Be sure to note what you 
have to do to continue receiving financial aid from year to year, and how your aid 
might change in future years. 

RESOURCES 

College Board: Applying 101   
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying 
NACAC (National Association for College Admission Counseling): https://www.nacacfairs.org/

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying
https://www.nacacfairs.org/

